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The Spirit of John I. Burton Scholarship Funds will support future graduates of Burton High School who choose to attend the University of Virginia’s College at Wise or Mountain Empire Community College to continue their education.



Please consider making as generous a donation as 

possible to one or both of these funds.  You will be 

helping deserving students prepare for their futures.
	Mountain Empire Community College
	University of Virginia’s College at Wise

	· Created in 1972 as one of 23 state community colleges

· Mission to provide transfer courses, workforce development training, and technical/career studies programs

· Serves Lee, Scot, Wise, part of Dickenson Counties and the City of Norton
	· Founded in 1954 to bring higher education to southwest Virginia

· Mission to provide a diverse liberal arts education 

· Ranked 8th among public liberal arts colleges by US News & World Report

	· 60% of the area students that attend higher education in Virginia attend MECC
	· UVA-Wise is home to 1,700 students and the alma mater to 7,200 alumni.

	· Last year, over 7,300 students took a course at MECC; that’s 1 in every 13 people in the service region
	· Total admitted freshman in 2004 was 763.

	· MECC has the highest documented financial need in the state with 80% receiving aid and over 90% applying for aid.
	· There are over 1,000 students receiving financial aid and 525 are the recipients of private scholarships.

	· Current tuition is $789 for twelve hours and is expected to increase 4-6% in the fall of 2004.
	· Current in-state tuition is $7,768 per year and in-state room and board is $5,135 per year.

	· This scholarship helps ensure students can attend MECC.
	· This scholarship helps students graduate with the least debt compared to other national liberal arts colleges.

	3441 Mountain Empire Road        Big Stone Gap, VA 24219

(276) 523-2400 ext. 416
	One College Avenue           Wise, VA 24293

(276) 328-0132
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Dear John I. Burton Alumni:

You probably have been receiving a lot of information about the up-coming fifty year anniversary and reunion of John I. Burton High School.  We are all looking forward to reconnecting with old friends and sharing memories.  Reunions like this one give us pause to think about the past.  Regardless of whether we left this area or stayed here, we were all shaped by our home community and by teachers and friends that we had along the way.  As a lasting memorial to not only our high school but to our community, we would like to begin two scholarships for future graduates of John I. Burton High School.

The scholarships would be named The Spirit of John I. Burton Fund, and one scholarship would be at the University of Virginia’s College at Wise and the other would be at Mountain Empire Community College.  We selected this name because it represents the legacy of this reunion and the importance of passing that legacy onto future generations of Burton graduates.

Mountain Empire Community College and the University of Virginia’s College at Wise have succeeded in bringing access to higher education to far southwest Virginia.  In its thirty-two year history, MECC has infused the workforce with qualified applicants, encouraged those who had not seen college as an option, and trained students for high-tech jobs.  Similarly, UVA-Wise has been providing a high-quality liberal arts education for fifty years, fulfilling its mission to train professionals and to advance individual scholars and the society in which they live and work.   Both institutions have grown and changed with the times because both are responsive to the needs of the communities they serve.

Education beyond high school has not always been a possibility for the citizens of this area.  Without these two local institutions, our young people who want to attend college would be forced to leave southwest Virginia.  Furthermore, the cost of a college education is expensive, and we do not want to see a young person denied an opportunity because of an inability to pay.

In order to ensure that financial aid for deserving students will continue, each scholarship will be an endowed fund.  The scholarships that are awarded from an endowed fund come only from interest earned, and each institution prudently invests its resources.  We would like to see each institution have at least a $25,000 fund, and this would provide $1,250 a year in financial aid.

Please consider making a donation to the Spirit of Burton Scholarship Fund at either institution.  Each institution is a non-profit corporation, so donations are tax deducible.  Checks should be made out to the institution of your choosing and indicate Spirit of Burton on the check.  If you should want to make a multi-year pledge, donate stock or other assets, discuss an estate gift, or if you have any other questions, please feel free to contact the person listed below at the school of your choosing.

	University of Virginia’s College at Wise Foundation 
	Mountain Empire Community College Foundation

	One College Avenue
	3441 Mountain Empire Road

	Wise, VA 24293
	Big Stone Gap, VA 24219

	(276) 328-1012
	(276) 523-7466

	
	

	Winston Ely, (276) 328-0132
	Bonny Copenhaver, (276) 523-2400 ext. 416


We hope you will consider making as generous a donation as you can to one or both of these institutions.  We have made our individual gifts to this project because we believe that higher education is critical to a young person’s future achievement, and we want to see this alumni project reflect the generous spirit of Burton graduates.  

If you cannot attend the reunion, participating in this project is a wonderful way to still be a part of the festivities.  Please know that any gift you make to this project, regardless of the size, will be greatly appreciated and will help to make these scholarships possible.  No contribution is too small, and by working together we can achieve this goal.

Again, thank you for considering this request, and we look forward to seeing you at the reunion in June.

Sincerely,

	     Victoria Daniels Smith
	    Frank “Hank” Horsman
	       Walley Witt

	Spirit of Burton Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs



























Service Region at a Glance:





35% of Burton students receive free or reduced lunch


Average family income is $22,800 which is half the state’s average


23% live in poverty


14% are college graduates


62% are high school graduates compared to a state average of 82%





The Spirit of John I. Burton Scholarship Committee





Co-chair Victoria Daniels Smith,            Class of 1965, Big Stone Gap, VA 


Co-chair Walley Witt, Class of 1965,  Norton, VA


Co-chair Frank “Hank” Horsman,           Class of 1964, Atlanta, GA


Aubrey Ward, Class of 1955, St. Paul, VA


Stan Wilson, John I. Burton Assistant Principal


Bonny Copenhaver, MECC, Major Gifts and Planned Giving Coordinator


Winston Ely, UVA-CAW, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Development
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